












14. As all the Hon'ble Members are aware, bamboo flowering which

occurs at an interval of 50 years, is expected to occur in the year 2007. If

past experience is anything to go by, we have to anticipate rodent upsurge

followed by famine in the succeeding years as a result of crop failure. To

obviate the problem that the bamboo flowering may cause, we have been

making all-out efforts to tackle the same.

15. We have initiated the process of tackling this issue since 2003-'04

and necessary institutional arrangements have been put in place. And as

mentioned earlier, a scheme known as BAFF ACOS was drawn up

involving 14 Departments. The required budgetary allocations have been

made since 2004-'05. For this purpose, resources have been mobilised by

way of allocating funds out of one-time Additional Central Assistance.

Besides, the Twelfth Finance Commission had been specifically apprised

of this impending phenomenon and as a result, the Commission had

recommended resource transfer to the tune of Rs. 40.00 crores for this

purpose. This is in addition to the earmarked amount of Rs.65.00 crores

allocated under one-time Additional Central Assistance during the period

2004-'07.

16. Having mentioned the measures taken to tackle the phenomenon of

Mautam, let me also share with the Hon 'ble Members that we are taking

active steps to convert this phenomenon into a blessing in disguise. As a

result of flowering, the existing bamboos will perish very shortly. To take

advantage of this situation, the Government is taking measures to replace

the perished bamboos by better quality bamboos while disposing the

existing bamboos economically.
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